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Action Research on the Implementation of Problem-Based Learning in an
Economics Course
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Abstract
Economics is a fundamental course in management education that aims to cultivate students’ analytical and
problem-solving abilities. However, traditional economics instruction often emphasizes abstract theories and
mathematical models, causing students to perceive economics as difficult and disconnected from real-life contexts.
Although previous studies have incorporated Problem-Based Learning (PBL), cooperative learning, and current-
event case discussions into economics education, limited attention has been given to stakeholder analysis and
solution development through a structured design-thinking process. Therefore, this study adopted an action
research approach to integrate PBL, current-event cases, and design thinking into a freshman economics course.
The participants were 38 first-year students enrolled in a compulsory economics course at a university of
technology in northern Taiwan. Quantitative data were collected through learning motivation and cooperative
learning scales, while qualitative data were obtained from reflective journals, student reports, and observation
records. The findings indicated that integrating design thinking with PBL enhanced students’ learning motivation,
cooperative learning performance, and problem-analysis abilities. Students showed greater engagement in
discussions, stronger connections between economic theories and real-world issues, and improved ability to apply
economic concepts in practical situations. Qualitative evidence further revealed that the design-thinking process

promoted perspective-taking, critical reflection, and collaborative problem solving. This study suggests that
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integrating design thinking into economics education can effectively bridge the gap between theoretical knowledge

and practical application, providing a valuable reference for economics and other management-related courses.

Keywords : Economics Education, Problem-Based Learning, Design Thinking, Cooperative Learning, Action
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